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Introduction to exam paper
structure




AS and A Level papers

AS A level
Written examination 1 hour 2 hours
% of the qualification 33.33% 33.33%

Marks available 54 marks 80 marks




Assessment objectives

. AS A Level
Objective . .
weighting | weighting
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief,
including:
« religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching
« Influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals,
AOl communities and societies 50% 40%
« cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief,
teaching and practice
« approaches to the study of religion and belief
Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and
AO?2 | belief, including their significance, influence and study. 50% 60%




A Level Paper Structure

1 Explore ideas about analogy in the design argument for the existence of God.

2 Assess the debate between Copleston and Russell on religious experience as an
argument for the existence of God.

Answer ALL questions. 'Write yaur answers in the spaces provided.
Read the following passage before answering the questions.

A fine brash hypothesis may be killed by inches, the death by a thousand qualifications.

It seems to people who are not religiows as if there was no conceivable event the accurrence
of which would be admitted by religious people to be a reason for conceding *There wasn't a

L]
God after all.' Someone tells us that God loves us as a father loves his children. But then we I h d d f
see 3 child dying of inoperable cancer of the throat. His earthly father is driven frantic in his I I l I l I l I I l
efforts to help, but his heavenly Father reveals no signs of concern. Some qualification is e e a. I C r e aS e S r O
made - God's love is ‘not merely human love'. But then we ask: Just what would hawe to
happen to entitle us ta say "God does mot exist"?

A believer’s statement has been so eroded that it is no longer an assertion at all.
1Qucte fram The Paifosoply of Religion’, Flew 4, Editor: Mitchell B, by permission of Oxford I — 4
University Press)

3a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about falsification in religious
language.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

{b)  Analyse the implications for religiows language from this passage.

4 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the belief in immartality of the soul
and reincamation.

In your response to this guestion, you must imclude how developments im
Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by ame of the following:

= Religion and Ethics

= HMew Testament Studies

= the study of a religion.



Recommended timings

AS level
Question Command word No. of marks Minutes
1 Explore 8 8
2 Assess 9 10
3 Assess 9 10
4 (a) Explore 8 8
4 (b) Analyse 20 20
Plus 5 mins at the end to check
A level
Question Command word No. of marks Minutes
1 Explore 8 10
2 Assess 12 20
3(a) Clarify 10 15
3 (b) Analyse 20 30
4 Evaluate 30 40

Plus 5 mins at end to check




Understanding the allocation
of marks




A Guide to Level Marking

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-2

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
is selected but is unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and
beliefs (AO1).

Level 2

3-5

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
selected, most of which is used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AO1).

Level 3

6-8

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and uunderstanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a
depth of understanding (AO1).

There is a
clear progression
from Level 1

'‘Level-based' mark
schemes are designed
to be marked
holistically

There is no one correct
way to approach
guestions.



A Guide to Level Marking

Level

Mark

Descriptor

0

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1=2

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
is selected but is unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and
beliefs (AO1).

Level 2

3-5

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
selected, most of which is used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AO1).

Level 3

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and uunderstanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a
depth of understandina (AO1).

There are several bullet
points within each
descriptor.

As students
progress through the
levels, expectation
increases

Examiners will judge
each answer
holistically.



8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions




Recommended timings

8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: About 8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)

The 8 marks available are for AO1

* Responses need to show understanding of factual information in relation to the question.
* No credit is given for AO2

Questions are designed to target accessible exploration of the topic.
* Each idea needs enough development to EXPLORE the concept.

No need to write more than a page.
10 minutes is recommended



Recommended timings

8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Advice 8 mines (AS)

10 minutes (A level)
Approach to the question and arrangement of ideas depends on the question.

‘Explore two key ideas...’
invites exploration of TWO key ideas/concepts requires information on both, to avoid marks being capped.

* Dividing the answer into two distinct sections can be helpful.

‘Explore ideas about ...’
invites a full range of knowledge pertinent to the topic.

* Avoid a list



Recommended timings

8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Examples 8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)

Explore Demonstrate understanding by
investigating different reasons,
concepts and ideas.

* Explore the key features of a posteriori arguments.

* Explore the role of Deontology for an understanding of moral actions.

* Explore key ideas about the messianic secret.

* Explore the significance of the Tipitaka.

* Explore key features of the use of the Bible as a basis for ethical teaching.
* Explore key ideas about religious pluralism in Hinduism.

* Explore key teachings of Sufism.

* Explore the distinctive features of Orthodox Judaism.

* Explore the key features of nam simaran.



Recommended timings

8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Mark Scheme 8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)

Level | Mark | Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

Level1 | 1-2 |e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
is selected but is unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and
beliefs (AO1).

Level 2 | 3-5 | e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
selected, most of which is used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

e Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AO1).

Level 3 | 6-8 e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

e Knowledge and uunderstanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

e Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a
depth of understanding (AO1).




8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Level 3

Explore Demonstrate understanding by
investigating different reasons,
concepts and ideas.

To achieve a Level 3 students must:

Select accurate and relevant points

Include a range of points

Use specialist language correctly / where relevant
Keep answer sustained and focused

Develop each point

AQO2 evaluation will not be credited.

Recommended timings
8 minutes (AS)
10 minutes (A level)



8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions:

Explore key ideas about the messianic secret [8]
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Modelled marking 1 L)) -

Level 3: 8-Mark Response

Q1 from DoclID: 0546004804114 in 9RS0/03: available in delegate pack
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Modelled marking 2 L )=

Explore key ideas about the messianic secret. [8]
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Explore key ideas about the messianic secret. [8] Marki ng task'

What level and mark would you give this
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Marking Task 2 @

Explore key ideas about the messianic secret. [8]

Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

It was awarded
Level 2: 5 Marks

Q1 from DocID: 0546004803964 in 9RS0/03: available in
delegate pack



12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions




Recommended timings

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: About 10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)

‘Assess’ means to judge something with respect to its significance.
* ltis not the same as ‘evaluation’

* The question is focussed on a particular topic and not about making synoptic links

Questions are designed to allow for the deconstruction of information about a topic.
* The question will never ask for your opinion

* Aim for arguments/judgements based on knowledge

* Marks are awarded for both AO1 and AO2.

Responses with no AO2 cannot normally proceed beyond Level 1



Recommended timings

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Advice 10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)

Aim to spend 20 minutes on this question

* Level 3 demands a wide range of relevant knowledge

* Each paragraph needs to assess the concept/information

* A coherent judgement (assessment) follows critical deconstruction of information
* Logical chains of reasoning will be credited

* No need to write a full three-pages!



Recommended timings

12-mark ‘Assess’: Examples 10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)

Assess Requires reasoned argument of
factors to reach a judgement
regarding their importance/relevance
to the question context.

* Assess the strengths of the process theodicy.

* Assess the claim that the relationship between religion and morality is independent.

* Assess the significance of the work of lan Wilson and Frank Morison for understanding the resurrection of Jesus.
* Assess the importance of the stages and perfections of the Bodhisattva path.

* Assess the significance of the role of music for Christian worship.

* Assess the importance of two key ideas about the relative authority of Hindu scriptures.
* Assess the importance of the five pillars for Muslim identity.

* Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation.
* Assess the significance of martyrdom within Sikhism.



Recommended timings

12-mark ‘Assess’: Mark Scheme 10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)

Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
Level 1 1-4 * A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
» Information/issues are identified (AO2).
* Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AQO2).

Level 2 | 5-8 * A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AO2).

e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).

Level 3 | 9-12 * A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

e Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the aquestion (AO2).




Recommended timings

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Level 3 10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)

Assess Requires reasoned argument of
factors to reach a judgement
regarding their importance/relevance
to the question context.

To achieve a Level 3 students must:
* Select relevant concepts to show a wide range of knowledge

* Remember ‘assess’ means to judge something with respect to its significance - a successful
assessment provides a greater understanding or interpretation of the subject.

* Discuss different arguments

* No need for your opinion

* Know the material so that you can judge/assess where the argument/perspective sits in relation to the
guestion/topic.
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Modelled marking 1 DQD

Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12] Level 3 12-I\/Iark Response

\ Q2 from DocID: 0546005390612 in 9RS0/4E: available in delegate
pack




12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Modelled marking 1 DQD

Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12]
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Level 3: 12-Mark Response

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390612 in 9RS0/4E: available in delegate
pack



12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Modelled marking 1 a

Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12]
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Level 3: 12-Mark Response

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390612 in 9RS0/4E: available in delegate
pack
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Modelled marking 2 L)) -

Q2 from DoclID: 0546005395738 in 9RS0/4E: available in delegate
pack

Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12] Level 2 6-Mark Response
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Modelled marking 2 DQD

Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12]
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Level 2: 6-Mark Response

Q2 from DoclID: 0546005395738 in 9RS0/4E: available in delegate
pack



12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Marking Task 1 @

Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12]
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Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390595 in 9RS0/4E: available in
delegate pack



12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12]
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Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390595 in 9RS0/4E: available in
delegate pack



12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12]
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Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

It was awarded
Level 3: 10 Marks

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390595 in 9RS0/4E: available in
delegate pack



12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12] Marki n g tas k

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390606 in 9RS0/4E: available in
delegate pack




12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Marking Task 2 @

Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12] Marki n g tas k

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

It was awarded
Level 1: 4 Marks

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390606 in 9RS0/4E: available in
delegate pack



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions




10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: About S minutes (A love

Clarify

concepts.

Identify key ideas and explain key

‘Clarify’ means to identify the key ideas and explain
key concepts.

Candidates are given an extract from the anthology
and asked to ‘Clarify’ something within it

The question will always and only use an extract
from the anthology

Candidates are not expected to know the anthology
by heart but should be able to recognise the topic
to which it belongs

The extract can be a springboard for discussion.

It is clear from the foregoing, that Hinduism is not an exclusive religion. In it there is
room for the worship of all the prophets of the world. It is not a missionary religion
in the ordinary sense of the world. It is not a missionary religion in the ordinary sense
of the term. It has no doubt absorbed many tribes in its fold, but this absorption

has been of an evolutionary imperceptible character. Hinduism tells every one to
worship God according to his own faith or dharma, and so it lives at peace with all
the religions.

That being my conception of Hinduism, | have never been able to reconcile myself to
untouchability.

(Source: Extract adapted from ‘Hindu Dharma, M. K. Gandhi; Whitfield, ., 1977, 'Indian ethics,
Bilimoria, P, 2001, Edexcel Anthology)

Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about Gandhi’s position on religious
tolerance in Hinduism.

You must refer to the passage in your response.



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Advice

There are challenges
associated with how it would
be regulated

Euthanasia is regulated
by the law

A’‘third party’in law refers to any agent other than the principal agent and in the
case ui eutiianasia this would generally raean a doctor (sometimes also referred to
as the ‘physician’). For all practical purposes if euthanasia is to be justified at all it has
to be considered as part of medical nractica for it ic raacanahly clear that any other
practice of euthanasia would be almost impossible to control or regulate. Without
regulation, society would permit killing or murder, ana whatever moral code one
adopts would be regarded as untenaliie. The consideration of ‘euthanasia, at present.
is rightly a medical issi:c. Fut simply it is this: should a doctor kill his patients iii-some
circumstances?

(Source: Extract adapted from 'Issues of Life and Death’ - Chapter 4, ‘Euthanasia and Doctor’s
Ethics, Wilcockson, M., Hodder, 1999, Edexcel /\nthology)

3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about euthanasia.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

Recommended timing
15 minutes (A level)

The extract is there to prompt/help students
to answer the question

We recommend that 15 minutes is used

Candidates should begin by reading the
extract and the question fully

They may find it useful to annotate the
extract as shown (left)

Candidates can answer the question, using
the annotated sections as starting points

The extract must be used within the answer

Ideas need fully developing

Attitudes to euthanasia are
constantly changing

N.B. Extracts always make sense within the
topic context and there is enough to enable
a meaningful clarification of the material.



10-mark ‘Clarify’: Mark Scheme e mintes (a level

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-3

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminologyare
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
superficial (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are notdirectly
linked to the extract (AO1).

Level 2

Level 3

4-6

7-10

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1).

Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed, however it is not fully developed (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases toreference
from the extract (AQ1).

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed and fully developed (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs and are fully linked to references fromthe
extract (AO1).

——



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Level 3 S minutes (A love

Clarify Identify key ideas and explain key
concepts.

To achieve a Level 3 students must:

* Show their knowledge in relation to the topic.

* Use key terminology/language (the extract can support this).

* Select relevant information to answer the question (using the extract).

* Give detailed and developed answers — expand on their annotations from the extract. Fully explain each.
* Link key ideas/concepts to references from the extract.

Remember that the goal of asking a ‘clarify’ question is to get additional information so that the
focus of the question is fully understood.



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Modelled marking 1 L )=

Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]

Read the following passage before answering the questions.,

Those of us who do not live according to the Buddhist program of morality and
meditation have, therefore, no means of judging this claim. The Buddha was always
quite clear that his Dhamma could not be understood by rational thinking alone.

It only revealed its true significance when it was apprehended ‘directly, according

to yogic methods, and in the right ethical context, The Four Noble Truths do make
logical sense, but they do not become compelling until an aspirant has learned to
identify with them at a profound level and has integrated them with his own life,
Then and only then will he experience the ‘exultation,'joy’ and ‘serenity’ which,
according to the Pali texts, come to us when we divest ourselves of egotism, liberate
ourselves from the prison of self-centeredness, and see the Truths‘as they really are!
Without the meditation and morality prescribed by the Buddha, the Truths remain as

abstract as a musical score, which for most of us cannot reveal its true beauty. y
L

[Source: extract from Lives: Buddha, Karen Armstrong, Phoenix
Press, 2002, Edexcel Anthology)

3 (a) Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

fn ....... Chids fusdwean pw l‘ff’
. B od ?‘ M

Level 3: 10-Mark Response

Q3a from DoclID: 0546005378585 in 9RS0/4A: available in delegate
pack
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Modelled marking 1 i

Clarify Buddhist ideas about medltatlon shown in this passage [10]
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Level 3: 10-Mark Response

Q3a from DoclID: 0546005378585 in 9RS0/4A: available in delegate
pack



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Modelled marking 1 DQD

Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]
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Level 3: 10-Mark Response |

Q3a from DoclID: 0546005378585 in 9RS0/4A: available in delegate
pack



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Modelled marking 1 DQD

Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]
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Level 3: 10-Mark Response |

Q3a from DoclD: 0546005378585 in 9RS0/4A: available in delegate
pack



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Modelled marking 2 )=

Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]

Read the following passage before answering the questions.

Those of us who do not live according to the Buddhist program of morality and I
meditation have, therefore, no means of judging this claim. The Buddha was always |
quite clear that his Dhamma could not be understood by rational thinking alone.

it anly revealed its true significance when it was apprehended ‘directly, according 1
to yogic methods, and in the right ethical context. The Four Noble Truths do make
logical sense, but they do not become compelling until an aspirant has learned to
identify with them at a profound level and has integrated them with his own life,
Then and only then will he experience the ‘exultation;'joy’ and 'serenity’ which,
according to the Pali texts, come to us when we divest curselves of egotism, liberate
ourselves from the prison of self-centeredness, and see the Truths ‘as they really are.
Without the meditation and morality prescribed by the Buddha, the Truths remain as
abstract as a musical scare, which for most of us cannot reveal its true beauty.

e e . . s

[Source: extract from Lives: Buddho, Karen Armstrong, Phoenix
Press, 2002, Edexcel Anthology)

3 (a) Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

Wima ES.00sS0qR , Acgong Chasifen the.

[10)
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Level 2: 4-Mark Response

Q3a from DoclD: 0546005390095 in 9RS0/4A: available in delegate
pack



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Modelled marking 2 DQD

Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]
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Level 1: 4-Mark Response |

Q3a from DoclID: 0546005390095 in 9RS0/4A: available in delegate
pack



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]

Read the following passage before answering the questions,

meditation have, therefore, no means of judging this claim. The Buddha was always
| quite clear that his Dhamma could not be understood by rational thinking alone. (L)
¢ It only revealed its true significance when it was apprehended ‘directly, according
| toyogic methods, amd in the right ethical context. The Four Noble Truths do make
! logical sense, but they do not become compelling until an aspirant has learned
| identify with them at a profound level and has integrated them with hig own lifd™
Then and only then will he experience the ‘exultation;joy" and 'serenify/ which, m@
i according to the Pali texts, come to us when we divest ourselves of egotism, libera
| ourselves from the prison of self-centeredness, and see the Truths ‘as they really are!
| Without the meditation and morality prescribed by the Buddha, the Truths remain as@
5'\ abstract as a musical scare, which for maost of us cannat reveal its true beauty. )

.
{ Those of us who do not live according to the Buddhist program of morality and

[Source: extract from Lives: Buddha, Karen Armstrong, Phoenix
Press, 2002, Edexcel Anthalogy)

3 (a) Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage.

You must refer to the passage In your response.

(10}

Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

Q3a from DoclID: 0546005474744 in 9RS0/4A: available in
delegate pack



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10] Marki ng taSk'

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

: Q3a from DoclID: 0546005474744 in 9RS0/4A: available in
AL, G W—P LIOAL g AR OV ag wmrﬁj RPNV delegate pack
Bngar Ok o proepoond aenved




10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]

v
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Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

Q3a from DoclID: 0546005474744 in 9RS0/4A: available in
delegate pack



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Marking Task 1
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Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

It was awarded
Level 3: 10 Marks

Q3a from DoclID: 0546005474744 in 9RS0/4A: available in
delegate pack



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]

Read the following passage before answering the questions.

Those of us who do not live according to the Buddhist program of morality and

meditation have, therefore, no means of judging this claim, The Buddha was always

quite clear that his Dhamma could not be understood by rational thinking alone,

It only revealed its true significance when it was apprehended ‘directly, according

| toyogic methods, and in the right ethical context. The Four Noble Truths do make

| logical sense, but they do not become compelling until an aspirant has learned to

| identify with them at a profound level and has integrated them with his own life,
Then and only then will he experience the ‘exultation, " Joy’ and "serenity’ which,

| accarding to the Pall texts, come to us when we divest ourselves of egotism, liberate

| ourselves from the prison of self-centeredness, and see the Truths‘as they really are!

| Without the meditation and morality prescribed by the Buddha, the Truths remain as

abstract as a musical score, which for most of us cannot reveal its true beauty.

{Source: extract from Lives: Buddha, Karen Armstrong, Phoenix
Press, 2002, Edexcel Anthology)

3 (a) Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.
{10}
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Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

Q3a from DoclID: 0546005474740 in 9RS0/4A: available in
delegate pack



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Clarify Buddhlst ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]
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Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

Q3a from DoclID: 0546005474740 in 9RS0/4A: available in
delegate pack



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions

Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]
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. Marking Task 2

Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

It was awarded
Level 2: 5 Marks

Q3a from DocID: 0546005474740 in 9RS0/4A: available in
delegate pack



20-mark ‘Analyse’
Questions




Recommended timings

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: About 20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)

Analyse Deconstruct information and/or
issues to find connections and
provide logical chains of reasoning in
order to make judgements regarding
their importance/relevance to the
question context.

‘Analyse’ means to deconstruct information, to find connections and to provide logical chains of reasoning
to make judgements regarding their importance or relevance to the question context.

« Secondary command words should be taken into consideration; If a candidate is asked to analyse the
persuasiveness of something then this is different to being asked to analyse its significance



Recommended timings

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Advice 20 minutes (AS)

Analyse

30 minutes (A level)

Deconstruct information and/or
issues to find connections and
provide logical chains of reasoning in
order to make judgements regarding
their importance/relevance to the
question context.

Q3Db follows on from Q3a, depending on the question, the extract may help support the analysis for Q3b

* Answering question 3a will usually prepare students for 3b
* Repeating AO1 material should be avoided

Analysis gives meaning beyond what the text tells you directly



Recommended timings

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Examples 20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)

Analyse Deconstruct information and/or
issues to find connections and
provide logical chains of reasoning in
order to make judgements regarding
their importance/relevance to the
question context.

* Analyse the claim that the Cosmological Argument fails to prove the existence of God.

* Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most persuasive of ethical theories.
* Analyse the importance of signs for understanding Jesus’ ministry in the Fourth Gospel.

* Analyse the importance of meditation as part of the Eightfold Path.

* Analyse the view that God suffers in and through Jesus.

* Analyse the strengths and weaknesses of the ashramas for an understanding of Hinduism.

* Analyse the importance of Jihad and the struggle to live in submission to Allah.

* Analyse the different emphases between Maimonides and Moses Mendelssohn.
* Analyse the meaning and purpose of life within Sikhism.



20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Mark Scheme

Recommended timings
20 minutes (AS)
30 minutes (A level)

Level Mark Descriptor
0 Mo rewardable material.
level 1 | 1-4 « A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
+ Information/issues are selected (AO02).
+ Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (A02).
» Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AD2).
Level 2 | 5-8 + A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(a01).
Deconstructs religious information/issues (AQ2).
Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question
(a02).
+ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made with
little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AD2).
Level 3 | 9-12 » A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AQ1).
Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple chain of
reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
qguestion (AD2).

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made,
which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).

Level Mark Descriptor

Level4 |13-16 |e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately
throughout (AO1).

* Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning (AO2).

¢ Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question
(AO2).

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of
elements in the question, which are supported by the appraisal of some
evidence (AO2).

Level 5 |17-20 |e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

e Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

¢ Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question
(AO2).

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2).



Recommended timings

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Level 5 20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)

Analyse Deconstruct information and/or
issues to find connections and
provide logical chains of reasoning in
order to make judgements regarding
their importance/relevance to the
question context.

To achieve a Level 5 students must:

* Unpick the question and include a wide range of relevant knowledge in relation to the question
* Select and use relevant specialist language correctly
* Apply analysis appropriate to the paper and think about how it adds meaning
* Select content that makes the answer more analytical
* Discuss different arguments/perspectives and offer objective appraisal
* Keep the answer sustained and focused
* Develop points fully to achieve chains of reasoning to support judgements
There is no need to insert a synoptic link in this question.



Q 0 1
20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Modelled marking 1 i

Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most

persuasive of ethical theories. [20] Level 5: 20-Mark Response
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Q3b from DoclID: 0546004278728 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate pack



Q %

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Modelled marking 1 L )=

Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most
persuasive of ethical theories. [20]
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Level 5: 20-Mark Response

Q3b from DoclID: 0546004278728 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate pack
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 5: 20-Mark Response

Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most
persuasive of ethical theories. [20]
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Q3b from DoclID: 0546004278728 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate pack
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Modelled marking 1 L )=

Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most
persuasive of ethical theories. [20]

ook o enecs . m \Jwtslﬁ caR Hiouke . Lﬂm:a,ﬁ?ﬁ&s Perik
SN TS s wRdn_reARGes, . as. f. ol udes. od.anol ks rpoden ;

E;?m‘ha. e Mﬁ) 45#:::&’:,5 _____ Fecises xus—e.. & Jesiag el
mfﬁaanwu@mefé%&tw ________________________ Heeds doeblecn

Level 5: 20-Mark Response

Q3b from DoclID: 0546004278728 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate pack



20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions:

Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most
persuasive of ethical theories. [20]

(b} Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most persuasive of
ethical theories.

(20}
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Modelled marking 2 L)) -

Level 4: 14-Mark Response

Q3b from DoclD: 0546004762985 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate
pack



20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions:

Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most
persuasive of ethical theories. [20]
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Level 3: 14-Mark Response
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Q3b from DoclID: 0546004762985 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate pack
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Modelled marking 2 DQD

Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most
persuasive of ethical theories. [20]
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Level 3: 14-Mark Response

Q3b from DoclD: 0546004762985 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate pack



20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions:

Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most
persuasive of ethical theories. [20]
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(b} Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most persuasive of - et Al
ethical theories.
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Marking Task 1

Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

Q3b from DoclID: 0546004340128 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate
pack



20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions:

Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most
nersuasive of ethical theories. [20]
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Marking Task 1

Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

Q3b from DoclID: 0546004340128 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate
pack



20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions:

Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most
persuasive of ethical theories. [20]
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Marking Task 1

Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

Q3b from DoclID: 0546004340128 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate
pack



20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most Marki ng task'

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most Marki ng task'

persuasive of ethical theories. [20] )
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most
persuasive of ethical theories. [20]

{b) Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most persuasive of
ethical theories.
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Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

Q3b from DoclID: 0546005056937 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate
pack



20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most
persuasive of ethical theories. [20]

L Lt & Sl === — B W Lo ——— — NN S S0 TV S SRR, = 0 o T W o = = S — .
v Seaon kL Ane S S D0 AR N Ul OPACAEIIES, . O .

Frnsxaihe.  oXs e oo S ESTE s W' S e W L = R 1 P
B TG < = ~ e = LECHIE (T T'w Tal o SN <N S Ta W el v SO N T o s S
SR NS S = T . =

TG O LR O A Lk IDE S paOmE. Sdbmyesss LSS

ALV ® oM CE NS S e, SAoeosDG. o S e
Supyecive . nod Opens e e Oadn O e
A S CACON Gaesnecs 90 han O reqoks .
B O A O CRADALD A N O O DDA eSS
ML RIe  edond s LOn.  OlSG e Wwhikkee ok FO Kouodh —
LA e L!j@.}.....CO.,ﬂ?.t‘l— ......... USe Scrynheore, OGS Q. frm eSS Gy esse
= SO o e SO — ot S S WO T X o SO s i e B Y P P - Y = T S

Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

It was awarded
Level 2: 11 Marks

Q3b from DoclID: 0546005056937 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate
pack



30-mark ‘Evaluate’
Questions




30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Advice O o (A lovel

Evaluate means to determine the significance of something by careful appraisal and study.

The goal is to present reasoned judgements that are fully supported by comprehensive appraisal of
evidence.

* Itis important to determine the criteria you are using to assess it against.

* The view needs supporting evidence.

Remember ‘evaluate’ is about critical evaluation; you must provide your opinion/verdict on whether
an argument/claim is accurate or groundless.

Respond in as a critical manner as possible.
* Evaluate questions have a higher AO2 demand than ‘Analyse’ questions.
* Go beyond an objective analysis of the subject and provide your subjective evaluation.



30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Examples 0 mimates (A lovoh

Evaluate Review/analyse information, bringing
it together to form a
conclusion/judgement based on
strengths/weaknesses, alternatives,
relevant data or information. Come
to a supported judgement of a
subject’s qualities and relation to its
context.

* Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless.

* Evaluate the view that environmental ethics must take into account the importance of religious teachings about the
natural world.

* Evaluate the claim that a futuristic view of the Kingdom of God in Luke’s Gospel is persuasive.
* Evaluate the importance of the application of the First Precept in the modern world.

* Evaluate the claim that science has made the Christian interpretation of the universe irrelevant.
* Evaluate the views concerning the purposes and significance of yoga across Hindu traditions.
* Evaluate the importance of the relationship between Islam and science in the modern world.

* Evaluate the significance of the Holocaust for Jewish beliefs.

* Evaluate the different responses to pluralism within Sikhism.



30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Mark Scheme

Recommended timing
40 minutes (A level)

Lewvel Mark | Deseriptor
1] Mo rewardable material.
Lewel 1 | 1-A = A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1].
=« Informationfissues are identified (AD2).
= Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
queastion (AD2).
= Judgements are supported by generc arguments (A02].
= Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).
= Conclusions are provided but are simplistic and/or generc (A02).
Lewel 2 | 7-12 = A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selacted, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
AQL).
- [Deml:juﬂmclr. relighous informationfissues (AD2).
= Makes connections betwesn a limited range of elements in the question
AO2).
. .Euu:lge:lmenlz of a limited range of elements in the question are made
[A02).
« Judgements made with litte or no attempt to appraise evidence (A02]).
« Loncdusions are provided, which leosely draw together ideas but with
little or no atternpt to justify (A02).
Lewel 3 | 13-18 [« Arange of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,

miost of which are used appropriately with some Inaccuracies (AOL).
Deconstructs religious informationfissues, which lead to a simplistic
chain of reasoning [A02 ).

Makes connections betwesn many but not all of the elements in the
question (AD2).

Judgements of a limited range of elerments in the question are made
A2,

Eudge:lmenr_-'. are supparted by an atternpt to appraise evidence (AQ2).
Conclusions are provided, which logically draw together ideas and are
partially justified (A2,

Level Mark Descriptor
Level4 | 19-24 |« A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately
throughout (AO1).
e Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning (AO2).
 Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question
(AO2).
o Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of
elements in the question (A02).
e Reasoned judgements are supported by the appraisal of some evidence
(AO2).
e Convincing conclusions are provided, which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are partially justified (AO2).
Level S | 25-30 |« A wide range of knowledge, spedialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

o Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

o Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question
(AO2).

o Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AD2).

* Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive
appraisal of evidence (A02).

 Convincing conclusions are provided, which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are fully justified (AO2).




30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Level 5 O o (A lovel

Evaluate Review/analyse information, bringing
it together to form a
conclusion/judgement based on
strengths/weaknesses, alternatives,
relevant data or information. Come
to a supported judgement of a
subject’s qualities and relation to its
context.

To achieve a Level 5 students must:

* ‘Evaluate’ — present reasoned judgements fully supported by comprehensive appraisal of evidence
* Provide subjective evaluation based on comprehensive evidence

* Include critical evaluation

* Show a wide range of knowledge/specialist language to support arguments.

* Discuss different arguments/perspectives and appraise these (chains of reasoning)

* Present your own ‘thesis’

* Draw together arguments in a convincing conclusion

* Know the topic and weigh arguments up against other scholarly arguments

* Offer your evaluation and try to convince the reader



30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 1 DQD

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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Level 5: 30-Mark Response

Q4 from DoclD: 0546003211155 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate pack



30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 1 DQD

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30] . _
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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Level 5: 30-Mark Response

Q4 from DoclD: 0546003211155 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate pack




30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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Q4 from DoclD: 0546003211155 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate pack



30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions:

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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Level 5: 30-Mark Response

Q4 from DoclD: 0546003211155 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate pack



30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
it 8. 00, BN S B bRt gy ik ‘ol 0vn e, oK "fﬁ\'{sm"m.
. ' \ (A 4 | \ Wy . L
WOIMAL O\ oY - "Coun -f"ﬁ ne e g, 10 uind. Yeok soodoin (ed
. D‘&E' L .l'u.lﬁ ﬂ}\ I'. .
X J'-H"JMEH. ( mﬂmll, ..‘.\JJE....‘:.MJ&‘.“-': Wil SR e, .:I M}F«W
LY . W \ b
wgﬂ-ﬂb& ﬁ‘f‘\ m\jt\'li\fkm& (s Dok y mlm;i}{\ .E}\ﬂﬂf‘- Mllfw_: f.;n\}‘»*h. m‘:\‘z_:f'éﬁ t i, ‘@L‘w
§ - f "o 3
| '-M-thﬂfwis. 1‘.luﬂ.u.-*.~,..mwh\ul§& | \?W-L i, 0wt Soodd 1ot oe wndamied
ook L x--».:n.\sﬁ& ."‘f.auﬁwm wWho u'-‘ﬂhq&n ooy oo i o ok,

DQ@

Level 5: 30-Mark Response

Q4 from DoclD: 0546003211155 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate pack
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 2 L )=

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30] Level 3 14-Mark Response
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions:

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions:

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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Marking Task 1

Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions:

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions:

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions:

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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Marking task:
What level and mark would you give this
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions:

Evaluate the claim that religious Ianguage is meaningless [30]
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Marking Task 1

Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

It was awarded
Level 5: 28 Marks
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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- Religion and Ethics
- hNew Testament Studies

- Study of a Religion.
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Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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What level and mark would you give this
answer?
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions:

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]
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Marking Task 2

Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this
answer?

It was awarded
Level 4: 24 Marks

Q4 from DoclID: 0546003570130 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate
pack
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Teaching and learning: Advice

* Remember the specific demands of each question

* Recognise how topics can be linked to each other when answering Q4

* Practise formulating a synoptic link at the end of teaching every topic with one other paper
* Annotate parts of the Anthology while you are teaching so, it is considered in context

e Offer regular practise to plan essay writing so students can see connections



Summary




Summary

* The question always contains the same command
word/s, each has its specific demands

* Questions increase in demand and expectation
across the paper

* All answers must focus on the question

* Mark Schemes use a best fit approach

* Development is key to show understanding

* All judgements must be supported

* Use scholars and key arguments in appraisal.




Pearson Edexcel Website

The Pearson Edexcel website contains lots of materials, which have been checked by senior examiners
including:

* course planners

* exemplar material

* explanation of command words

* past papers, mark schemes, examiner reports
* marking guidance

* recordings of past training events

* schemes of work.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/religious-studies.html



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/religious-studies.html

Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and
are here to support you throughout the year.

<_T

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign
up to receive regular updates from your Subject
Advisor on gualification news and support for your
subject here.


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html

Any guestions?
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Find out more

For more professional development
courses please see Pearson’s
Professional Development Academy



https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
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