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Course description:

• For teachers of A Level Religious Studies (9RS0)

• Familiarises/improves understanding of assessment practices

• Builds confidence in marking mock assessments 

• Builds understanding of the marking of live assessments.

Welcome to this Professional Development Course
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• Welcome and introduction

• Introduction to exam paper structure

• Understanding the allocation of marks 

• Understanding the level-based mark schemes

• Exploration of student responses to questions

Agenda



Introduction to exam paper 
structure



AS and A Level papers

AS A level

Written examination 1 hour 2 hours 

% of the qualification 33.33% 33.33%

Marks available 54 marks 80 marks



Assessment objectives

Objective
AS 

weighting

A Level 

weighting

AO1

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, 

including: 

• religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching 

• influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, 

communities and societies 

• cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, 

teaching and practice 

• approaches to the study of religion and belief

50% 40%

AO2

Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and 

belief, including their significance, influence and study. 50% 60%



The demand increases from 

Q1 – Q4

A Level Paper Structure



Recommended timings



Understanding the allocation 
of marks 



• There is a 

clear progression 

from Level 1

• 'Level-based' mark 

schemes are designed 

to be marked 

holistically

• There is no one correct 

way to approach 

questions.

A Guide to Level Marking



A Guide to Level Marking

• There are several bullet 

points within each 

descriptor.

• As students 

progress through the 

levels, expectation 

increases

• Examiners will judge 

each answer 

holistically.



8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions



8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: About

The 8 marks available are for AO1

• Responses need to show understanding of factual information in relation to the question. 

• No credit is given for AO2

Questions are designed to target accessible exploration of the topic. 

• Each idea needs enough development to EXPLORE the concept. 

No need to write more than a page. 

10 minutes is recommended

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)



8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Advice 

Approach to the question and arrangement of ideas depends on the question.

‘Explore two key ideas…’ 

invites exploration of TWO key ideas/concepts requires information on both, to avoid marks being capped.

• Dividing the answer into two distinct sections can be helpful. 

‘Explore ideas about …’ 

invites a full range of knowledge pertinent to the topic.  

• Avoid a list 

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)



8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Examples

• Explore the key features of a posteriori arguments.

• Explore the role of Deontology for an understanding of moral actions. 

• Explore key ideas about the messianic secret.

• Explore the significance of the Tipitaka.

• Explore key features of the use of the Bible as a basis for ethical teaching.

• Explore key ideas about religious pluralism in Hinduism.

• Explore key teachings of Sufism.

• Explore the distinctive features of Orthodox Judaism.

• Explore the key features of nam simaran.

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)



8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Mark Scheme
Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)



8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Level 3

To achieve a Level 3 students must:

• Select accurate and relevant points 

• Include a range of points

• Use specialist language correctly / where relevant

• Keep answer sustained and focused 

• Develop each point

AO2 evaluation will not be credited.

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)



Explore key ideas about the messianic secret [8]

8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 3: 8-Mark Response

At ‘1ff’ the candidate Immediately identifies the 
main scholar (Wrede) and his understanding of 
the ‘messianic secret’ is explored

At ‘line 11ff’ the candidate identifies the idea of 
Jesus telling Peter not to tell anyone after asking 
him what he ‘thinks his identity is?’

At ’14ff’ the candidate references another 
scholarly opinion about the messianic secret 
having an historical basis and the expectations 
surrounding a ‘warrior messiah’ 

At Lines 18 & 20: the ideas that Jesus did not 
want to be seen as a ‘political kingship’ or 
seeking sensationalism are highlighted 

…

Q1 from DocID: 0546004804114 in 9RS0/03: available in delegate pack



Explore key ideas about the messianic secret. [8]

8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Modelled marking 2

Level 2: 5-Mark Response

Lines 1–4: starts with a claim that ‘the disciples 
purposefully kept Jesus’ identity quiet’ needed 
supporting evidence; example of an ‘old 
testament’ prophecy needed to unpack the 
claim…

Lines 5–9: ‘later addition’ idea is fine and given 
some support; ‘it helps to show who Jesus was 
as a person’ could have been developed by 
explaining how…

Lines 10–13: some relevance but limited 
knowledge of the incident offered…more detail 
needed

Lines 14–18: relevant point about protection but 
again needed to be unpacked with more 
detail…which religious authorities? consequence 
of not being ‘presented before his time’?

Q1 from DocID: 0546004802890 in 9RS0/03: available in delegate pack



Explore key ideas about the messianic secret. [8] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q1 from DocID: 0546004802889 in 9RS0/03: available in 
delegate pack

8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Marking Task 1

It was awarded 

Level 3: 7 Marks



Explore key ideas about the messianic secret. [8] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q1 from DocID: 0546004803964 in 9RS0/03: available in 
delegate pack

8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions: Marking Task 2

It was awarded 

Level 2: 5 Marks



12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions



12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: About

‘Assess’ means to judge something with respect to its significance. 

• It is not the same as ‘evaluation’ 

• The question is focussed on a particular topic and not about making synoptic links

Questions are designed to allow for the deconstruction of information about a topic. 

• The question will never ask for your opinion

• Aim for arguments/judgements based on knowledge

• Marks are awarded for both AO1 and AO2. 

Responses with no AO2 cannot normally proceed beyond Level 1 

Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)



12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Advice

Aim to spend 20 minutes on this question

• Level 3 demands a wide range of relevant knowledge 

• Each paragraph needs to assess the concept/information

• A coherent judgement (assessment) follows critical deconstruction of information

• Logical chains of reasoning will be credited

• No need to write a full three-pages! 

Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)



12-mark ‘Assess’: Examples

• Assess the strengths of the process theodicy.

• Assess the claim that the relationship between religion and morality is independent.

• Assess the significance of the work of Ian Wilson and Frank Morison for understanding the resurrection of Jesus.

• Assess the importance of the stages and perfections of the Bodhisattva path.

• Assess the significance of the role of music for Christian worship.

• Assess the importance of two key ideas about the relative authority of Hindu scriptures.

• Assess the importance of the five pillars for Muslim identity.

• Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation.

• Assess the significance of martyrdom within Sikhism.

Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)



12-mark ‘Assess’: Mark Scheme
Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)



12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Level 3

To achieve a Level 3 students must:

• Select relevant concepts to show a wide range of knowledge 

• Remember ‘assess’ means to judge something with respect to its significance - a successful 

assessment provides a greater understanding or interpretation of the subject. 

• Discuss different arguments 

• No need for your opinion 

• Know the material so that you can judge/assess where the argument/perspective sits in relation to the 

question/topic. 

Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)



Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12]

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 3: 12-Mark Response

First paragraph: gets straight to the point and 
contextualises the tension between Reform and 
more Orthodox Jews in terms of secularisation; 
solid introduction that reflects control of the 
material…

Second paragraph: offers some effective 
analysis in terms of the Reform/Liberal approach 
to secularisation; the egalitarian approach to 
Judaism is highlighted giving evidence of a wide 
range of knowledge and understanding

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390612 in 9RS0/4E: available in delegate 
pack



Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12]

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 3: 12-Mark Response

Third paragraph: contrast made with 
Orthodox/Ultra Judaism with some logical chains 
of reasoning evident surrounding a fear of 
persecution and a historical context offered 
(Egypt, Nazi Germany etc) 

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390612 in 9RS0/4E: available in delegate 
pack



Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12]

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 3: 12-Mark Response

Fourth paragraph: has a brief discussion 
centred on conservative Judaism and the belief 
that the Torah is infallible yet allowing for some 
change (implied secularisation) over time is a fair 
attempt at analysis

Conclusion: a recognition that all elements 
within Judaism have their own way of ‘handling 
secularisation’; the conclusion draws upon the 
preceding material and comes to a reasoned 
conclusion that ‘There is no clear response for 
Jews to secularisation’.

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390612 in 9RS0/4E: available in delegate 
pack



Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12]

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Modelled marking 2

Level 2: 6-Mark Response

Lines 1–8: candidate immediately offers some 
descriptive narrative about Jewish education v 
Secular education without a recognition of the 
‘challenge’ aspect of the question

Lines 8–12: candidate attempts some very 
limited analysis by stating that ‘Reform and 
Conservative Jewish responses may have to 
adapt their beliefs’ to avoid anti-semitic
treatment…this point would have benefited from 
some reasoned assessment and development

Lines 12–18: offers a comment on secular 
Judaism and believing in the community rather 
than God and some midway position between 
‘strict Jewish view’ and ‘secular view’ ; this 
material lacked any meaningful supporting 
evidence

Q2 from DocID: 0546005395738 in 9RS0/4E: available in delegate 
pack



Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12]

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Modelled marking 2

Level 2: 6-Mark Response

Lines 12–18: offers a comment on secular 
Judaism and believing in the community rather 
than God and some midway position between 
‘strict Jewish view’ and ‘secular view’ ; this 
material lacked any meaningful supporting 
evidence

Lines 19–24(end): some material on the 
application of Tikkun Olam as a challenge to 
secularisation as means to gaining converts to 
Judaism; little recognition of the actual demand 
of the question

Q2 from DocID: 0546005395738 in 9RS0/4E: available in delegate 
pack



Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390595 in 9RS0/4E: available in 
delegate pack

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Marking Task 1



Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390595 in 9RS0/4E: available in 
delegate pack

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Marking Task 1



Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390595 in 9RS0/4E: available in 
delegate pack

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Marking Task 1

It was awarded 

Level 3: 10 Marks



Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390606 in 9RS0/4E: available in 
delegate pack

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Marking Task 2



Assess the Jewish response to the challenge of secularisation. [12] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q2 from DocID: 0546005390606 in 9RS0/4E: available in 
delegate pack

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions: Marking Task 2

It was awarded 

Level 1: 4 Marks



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions



‘Clarify’ means to identify the key ideas and explain 

key concepts. 

• Candidates are given an extract from the anthology 

and asked to ‘Clarify’ something within it

• The question will always and only use an extract 

from the anthology

• Candidates are not expected to know the anthology 

by heart but should be able to recognise the topic 

to which it belongs 

• The extract can be a springboard for discussion.

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: About Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)



• The extract is there to prompt/help students 

to answer the question  

• We recommend that 15 minutes is used

• Candidates should begin by reading the 

extract and the question fully

• They may find it useful to annotate the 

extract as shown (left)

• Candidates can answer the question, using 

the annotated sections as starting points

• The extract must be used within the answer 

• Ideas need fully developing 

N.B. Extracts always make sense within the 

topic context and there is enough to enable 

a meaningful clarification of the material.

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Advice 

                        

          

                     

                             

            

                          

                   

                            

                         

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)



10-mark ‘Clarify’: Mark Scheme Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)



10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Level 3 

To achieve a Level 3 students must:

• Show their knowledge in relation to the topic.

• Use key terminology/language (the extract can support this).

• Select relevant information to answer the question (using the extract).

• Give detailed and developed answers – expand on their annotations from the extract.  Fully explain each.

• Link key ideas/concepts to references from the extract.

Remember that the goal of asking a ‘clarify’ question is to get additional information so that the 

focus of the question is fully understood.

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)



Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 3: 10-Mark Response

Lines 1–14: Candidate immediately identifies the 
idea about meditation identifying the ‘Dhamma’ 
not being understood through ‘rational thinking’ 
and then effectively clarifies this with some 
relevant and apposite evidence.

Q3a from DocID: 0546005378585 in 9RS0/4A: available in delegate 
pack



Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 3: 10-Mark Response

Lines 1–14: Candidate immediately identifies the 
idea about meditation identifying the ‘Dhamma’ 
not being understood through ‘rational thinking’ 
and then effectively clarifies this with some 
relevant and apposite evidence.

Lines 15–23: candidate is focused on clarifying 

‘meditation’ and engages with differing 

approaches eg samatha and vipassana; 

indicates that the Buddha’s teaching are a ‘guide 

and not followed directly’

Q3a from DocID: 0546005378585 in 9RS0/4A: available in delegate 
pack



Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 3: 10-Mark Response

Lines 24–42: the experience an adherent has 
when through meditation ‘divests…egoism’ is 
clarified and again a wide range of K&U is 
evident eg Rose Apple Tree and Buddha’s 
journey to enlightenment etc

Q3a from DocID: 0546005378585 in 9RS0/4A: available in delegate 
pack



Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 3: 10-Mark Response

Lines 43ff to the end: the candidate unpacks 

the idea that without meditation ‘truths remain as 

abstract as a musical score’ and goes on to 

discuss the benefits of ‘mediation

Q3a from DocID: 0546005378585 in 9RS0/4A: available in delegate 
pack



Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Modelled marking 2

Level 2: 4-Mark Response

Q3a from DocID: 0546005390095 in 9RS0/4A: available in delegate 
pack

Line1–5: candidate identifies the idea that 
mediation is about ‘clearing the mind’ etc; 



Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Modelled marking 2

Level 1: 4-Mark Response

Lines 5–11: some very limited clarification of the 
consequences of ‘clearing the mind; this is 
merely stated without developing the points in 
any sustained detail

Lines 11–16: there is a recognition of the ‘unity 
of all things’ but again no meaningful 
development of the ideas beings clarified

Q3a from DocID: 0546005390095 in 9RS0/4A: available in delegate 
pack



Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q3a from DocID: 0546005474744 in 9RS0/4A: available in 
delegate pack

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10]

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q3a from DocID: 0546005474744 in 9RS0/4A: available in 
delegate pack

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q3a from DocID: 0546005474744 in 9RS0/4A: available in 
delegate pack

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q3a from DocID: 0546005474744 in 9RS0/4A: available in 
delegate pack

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Marking Task 1

It was awarded 

Level 3: 10 Marks
Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q3a from DocID: 0546005474740 in 9RS0/4A: available in 
delegate pack

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q3a from DocID: 0546005474740 in 9RS0/4A: available in 
delegate pack

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Clarify Buddhist ideas about meditation shown in this passage. [10] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q3a from DocID: 0546005474740 in 9RS0/4A: available in 
delegate pack

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions: Marking Task 2

It was awarded 

Level 2: 5 Marks



20-mark ‘Analyse’ 

Questions



20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: About 

‘Analyse’ means to deconstruct information, to find connections and to provide logical chains of reasoning 

to make judgements regarding their importance or relevance to the question context.

• Secondary command words should be taken into consideration; If a candidate is asked to analyse the 

persuasiveness of something then this is different to being asked to analyse its significance

Recommended timings

20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)



20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Advice 

Q3b follows on from Q3a, depending on the question, the extract may help support the analysis for Q3b

• Answering question 3a will usually prepare students for 3b

• Repeating AO1 material should be avoided

Analysis gives meaning beyond what the text tells you directly

Recommended timings

20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)



20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Examples

• Analyse the claim that the Cosmological Argument fails to prove the existence of God.

• Analyse  the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most persuasive of ethical theories.

• Analyse the importance of signs for understanding Jesus’ ministry in the Fourth Gospel.

• Analyse the importance of meditation as part of the Eightfold Path.

• Analyse the view that God suffers in and through Jesus.

• Analyse the strengths and weaknesses of the ashramas for an understanding of Hinduism.

• Analyse the importance of Jihad and the struggle to live in submission to Allah.

• Analyse the different emphases between Maimonides and Moses Mendelssohn.

• Analyse the meaning and purpose of life within Sikhism.

Recommended timings

20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)



20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Mark Scheme
Recommended timings

20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)



20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Level 5

To achieve a Level 5 students must:

• Unpick the question and include a wide range of relevant knowledge in relation to the question

• Select and use relevant specialist language correctly 

• Apply analysis appropriate to the paper and think about how it adds meaning 

• Select content that makes the answer more analytical 

• Discuss different arguments/perspectives and offer objective appraisal

• Keep the answer sustained and focused 

• Develop points fully to achieve chains of reasoning to support judgements 

There is no need to insert a synoptic link in this question. 

Recommended timings

20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)



Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most 

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 5: 20-Mark Response

Q3b from DocID: 0546004278728 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate pack

Page 1 Lines 1–12: Candidate immediately 
addresses and is focused on the demands of the 
question in terms of persuasiveness and, after 
identifying Virtue Ethics (VE) as agent centred, 
contrasts VE  with other ethical theories, eg
Utilitarianism.

Page 1 Lines 13–24: candidate contrasts VE 
with Natural Moral Law (NML) and then argues 
that VE can have bad consequences and 
references the Golden Mean at this point as well 
as offering relevant examples along with 
effective evaluation



Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most 

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 5: 20-Mark Response

Page 2 Lines1–14: evaluation continues and 
indicating that certain virtues can be negative 
and thus not moral (eg loyalty); candidate then 
engages a discussion comparing VE with 
Utilitarianism and Mill’s harm principle; some 
scholarly material offered from Philippa Foot and 
the fact that virtues can lead to ‘bad outcomes’

Page 2 Lines15–26: candidate offers further 
scholarly input (Taylor) and is contrasted with 
Kantian Ethics, NML etc and thus the claim that 
VE is more persuasive than either; insightful 
evaluation evident

Q3b from DocID: 0546004278728 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate pack



Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most 

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 5: 20-Mark Response

Page 3 Lines 1–14: some further strengths of 
VE discussed as well as a weakness that VE are 
harder to follow/ or differing ideas of what virtues 
are when VE can’t ‘explain what to do when 
virtues clash’; discussion here is focused and 
shaped through logical chains of reasoning

Page 3 Lines 16–27: some good development 
of the view that VE is universal, inclusive and 
can be appealing to both religious and secular 
contexts.

Q3b from DocID: 0546004278728 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate pack



Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most 

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 5: 20-Mark Response

Page 4 Lines 1–15: scholarly positions are 
evaluated (Fletcher, Robinson, Vardy etc)

Page 4 Lines 17–22: candidate offers a 
reasoned conclusion that VE is overall 
persuasive, drawn from the preceding material 
offered

Q3b from DocID: 0546004278728 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate pack



Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most 

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Modelled marking 2

Level 4: 14-Mark Response

Page 1 Lines 1–7: basic and accurate summary 
of Virtue Ethics (VE)

Page 1 Lines 9–21: brief discussion about 
‘pleasure’ and ‘’as separate ideas”

Q3b from DocID: 0546004762985 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate 
pack



Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most 

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Modelled marking 2

Level 3: 14-Mark Response

Page 2 Lines 1–7: brief generic discussion 
about practical and moral virtues with reference 
to Aristotle’s ‘man of practical wisdom’

Page 2 Lines 9–18: brief description of the 
‘Golden Mean’ 

Page 2 Lines 20–28: Epistemic Distance 
material is inaccurate and irrelevant in terms of 
VE

Q3b from DocID: 0546004762985 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate pack



Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most 

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Modelled marking 2

Level 3: 14-Mark Response

Page 3 Lines 1–7: limited use of utilitarianism as 
a more suitable theory of ethics without the 
candidate fully arguing in terms of 
persuasiveness one way or the other

Page 3 Lines 8–12: Situation Ethics very briefly 
offered with no meaningful connection to or 
contrast with VE.

Q3b from DocID: 0546004762985 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate pack



Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most 

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]
Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q3b from DocID: 0546004340128 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate 
pack

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most 

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]
Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q3b from DocID: 0546004340128 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate 
pack

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Marking Task 1



Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most 

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]
Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q3b from DocID: 0546004340128 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate 
pack

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most 

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]
Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q3b from DocID: 0546004340128 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate 
pack

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most 

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]
Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q3b from DocID: 0546004340128 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate 
pack

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Marking Task 1

It was awarded 

Level 5: 20 Marks
Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most 

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]
Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q3b from DocID: 0546005056937 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate 
pack

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most 

persuasive of ethical theories. [20]
Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q3b from DocID: 0546005056937 in 9RS0/02: available in delegate 
pack

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions: Marking Task 2

It was awarded 

Level 2: 11 Marks



30-mark ‘Evaluate’ 
Questions



30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Advice

Evaluate means to determine the significance of something by careful appraisal and study. 

The goal is to present reasoned judgements that are fully supported by comprehensive appraisal of 

evidence. 

• It is important to determine the criteria you are using to assess it against.

• The view needs supporting evidence.  

Remember ‘evaluate’ is about critical evaluation; you must provide your opinion/verdict on whether 

an argument/claim is accurate or groundless. 

Respond in as a critical manner as possible.

• Evaluate questions have a higher AO2 demand than ‘Analyse’ questions. 

• Go beyond an objective analysis of the subject and provide your subjective evaluation. 

Recommended timing

40 minutes (A level)



30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Examples 

• Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. 

• Evaluate the view that environmental ethics must take into account the importance of religious teachings about the 

natural world. 

• Evaluate the claim that a futuristic view of the Kingdom of God in Luke’s Gospel is persuasive.

• Evaluate the importance of the application of the First Precept in the modern world. 

• Evaluate the claim that science has made the Christian interpretation of the universe irrelevant.

• Evaluate the views concerning the purposes and significance of yoga across Hindu traditions. 

• Evaluate the importance of the relationship between Islam and science in the modern world.

• Evaluate the significance of the Holocaust for Jewish beliefs.

• Evaluate the different responses to pluralism within Sikhism.

Recommended timing

40 minutes (A level)



30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Mark Scheme Recommended timing

40 minutes (A level)



30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Level 5 

To achieve a Level 5 students must:

• ‘Evaluate’ – present reasoned judgements fully supported by comprehensive appraisal of evidence

• Provide subjective evaluation based on comprehensive evidence

• Include critical evaluation

• Show a wide range of knowledge/specialist language to support arguments. 

• Discuss different arguments/perspectives and appraise these (chains of reasoning) 

• Present your own ‘thesis’

• Draw together arguments in a convincing conclusion 

• Know the topic and weigh arguments up against other scholarly arguments

• Offer your evaluation and try to convince the reader

Recommended timing

40 minutes (A level)



Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 5: 30-Mark Response

Q4 from DocID: 0546003211155 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate pack

At ‘top of page 1’ the candidate has clearly 
some type of essay plan…always read anything 
like this if not crossed out (it might have 
something credit worthy not used in the 
response but could still be considered if 
necessary; in this case the candidate gets full 
marks for the response, anyway)

Paragraph 1 page 1: Good introduction that 
sets out the candidate intends; offers an 
indication of 'scholarly' material to be utilised.

Paragraph 2 pages 1/2: Clear knowledge and 
understanding evident along with accurate 
engagement of Wittgenstein and Phillips 



Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 5: 30-Mark Response

Q4 from DocID: 0546003211155 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate pack

Page 2 Lines 1–6: excellent developed 

evaluation of 'language games'

Page 2 Lines 7–19: Tillich and his symbols 
material is used in contrast to language games 
and again there is a focused and a sustained 
evaluation evident in the discussion

Page 2/3 Lines 19ff: Ayer's verification principle 

is introduced along with a synoptic link to 'ethics' 

with the material on Situation ethics also used to 

criticise Ayer; 



Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 5: 30-Mark Response

Q4 from DocID: 0546003211155 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate pack

Page 3 Lines 1–12: evaluation of Ayer continues 
with scholarly material from Vardy, McGrath; 
Ayer's verification principle identified with 
somweake relevant evaluation

Page 3 Lines 14ff: Flew's falsification theory 
evaluated well and labelled an 'extremely strong 
perspective' by the candidate; Flew's
parable/analogy of the gardener is accurately 
described.



Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 5: 30-Mark Response

Q4 from DocID: 0546003211155 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate pack

Page 4 Lines 1–16: Mitchell's response to Flew 
is explored and evaluated, again, very well 
especially the with the biblical interpretation 
material which is offered as part of the 
evaluation.

Page 4 Lines 17ff: Aquinas and analogies of 
proportion and attribution are handled effectively 
as is the Hick material



Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 5: 30-Mark Response

Q4 from DocID: 0546003211155 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate pack

Page 5 Paragraph 1: anthropomorphism and 

the via negativa are given some valid application 

and supporting scholars, Spinoza and Weinandy, 

used effectively

Page 5 Paragraph 2 (and top of page 6: 

excellent conclusion that draws the preceding 

material together well with some reinforcing 

material evident (eg Swinburne, univocal 

discussion).



Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 1

Level 5: 30-Mark Response

Q4 from DocID: 0546003211155 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate pack



Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 2

Level 3: 14-Mark Response

Q4 from DocID: 0546003570129 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate pack

Page 1 Lines 1-9: basic understanding of the 
Ayer’s Verification Principle

Page 1 Lines 10–16: Hick’s eschatological 
verification implied but candidate only offers a 
limited engagement 



Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 2

Level 3: 14-Mark Response

Q4 from DocID: 0546003570129 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate pack

Page 2 Lines 1–10: The statement ‘God is Love’ 
is given ineffective treatment 

Page 2 Lines 10–23: implicit and basic 
recognition of Flew’s use of Wisdom’s Parable of 
the Gardener and ‘death of a thousand 
qualifications’



Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Modelled marking 2

Level 3: 14-Mark Response

Q4 from DocID: 0546003570129 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate pack

Page 3 conclusion: weak and ineffective 
conclusion with a brief mention of Hare’s ‘bliks’



Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q4 from DocID: 0546003430153 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate 
pack

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q4 from DocID: 0546003430153 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate 
pack

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q4 from DocID: 0546003430153 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate 
pack

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q4 from DocID: 0546003430153 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate 
pack

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Marking Task 1

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q4 from DocID: 0546003430153 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate 
pack

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Marking Task 1

It was awarded 

Level 5: 28 Marks
Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30] Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q4 from DocID: 0546003570130 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate 
pack

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q4 from DocID: 0546003570130 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate 
pack

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q4 from DocID: 0546003570130 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate 
pack

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q4 from DocID: 0546003570130 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate 
pack

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Marking Task 2

Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Marking task:

What level and mark would you give this 

answer?

Q4 from DocID: 0546003570130 in 9RS0/01: available in delegate 
pack

Evaluate the claim that religious language is meaningless. [30]

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions: Marking Task 2

It was awarded 

Level 4: 24 Marks
Dear writer: 

Please add the new script here



Teaching and Learning 
Advice 



Teaching and learning: Advice

• Remember the specific demands of each question 

• Recognise how topics can be linked to each other when answering Q4

• Practise formulating a synoptic link at the end of teaching every topic with one other paper 

• Annotate parts of the Anthology while you are teaching so, it is considered in context

• Offer regular practise to plan essay writing so students can see connections



Summary 



103

• The question always contains the same command 

word/s, each has its specific demands

• Questions increase in demand and expectation 

across the paper

• All answers must focus on the question

• Mark Schemes use a best fit approach

• Development is key to show understanding

• All judgements must be supported

• Use scholars and key arguments in appraisal.

Summary



Pearson Edexcel Website

The Pearson Edexcel website contains lots of materials, which have been checked by senior examiners 

including:

• course planners

• exemplar material

• explanation of command words

• past papers, mark schemes, examiner reports

• marking guidance

• recordings of past training events

• schemes of work. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/religious-studies.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/religious-studies.html


Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and 

are here to support you throughout the year.

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign 

up to receive regular updates from your Subject 

Advisor on qualification news and support for your 

subject here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Any questions?



Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
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